
FORMER FDA LEADERS JOHN JENKINS, MD, ROBERT MEYER, MD 

Join Canal Row Advisors as Senior Advisors to Create Industry-Leading 
Resource For Comprehensive Due Diligence Support

Jenkins, Meyer Previously Served as Senior Leaders in FDA’s Office of New Drugs 
and Office of Drug Evaluation within CDER

BETHESDA, MD – September 28, 2026 – Canal Row Advisors, a multidisciplinary team of former FDA and industry 
leaders with deep regulatory, clinical, compliance, and policy expertise, announced today that John Jenkins, 
MD and Robert Meyer, MD have joined as Senior Advisors supporting the fi rm’s growing Advisory Services 
practice focused on due diligence.

Over the past decade, following distinguished careers at FDA, Dr. Jenkins and Dr. Meyer have been highly sought-
after experts for regulatory and clinical development guidance and risk assessments on some of the largest 
and most complex transactions in the biotech space. They possess a unique blend of senior FDA regulatory 
and clinical development experience and a keen understanding of deal dynamics, risks/opportunities, and 
potential strategies to maximize the capital deployed to streamline development and increase the probability 
of regulatory success. 

“I’ve been fortunate to have the opportunity to work with Dr. Jenkins and Dr. Meyer on 
numerous diligence projects over the years. I could not be happier that Canal Row’s 
clients in industry and the investment community can now utilize their tremendous FDA, 
industry, and consulting experience to advise on and pressure test what are some of the 
most pivotal and consequential decisions in the life science space.” 

Brian Corrigan, Co-Founder and Chief Executive O�  cer, Canal Row Advisors 

Dr. Jenkins and Dr. Meyer will serve as Senior Advisors supplementing the existing Canal Row Advisory Services 
team that is led by Andrew Womack, PhD, Executive Vice President. Dr. Womack brings an extensive background 
in drug development; corporate strategy; federal advocacy and industry partnerships; and regulatory and 
health policy to advise clients on complex decisions and transactions in the life sciences. 

This forms a leading practice with comprehensive expertise across drugs and biologics, medical devices, 
biodefense, manufacturing, supply chain, regulatory policy and competitive intelligence.  

FDA insight. Patient impact.



About Dr. John Jenkins

Dr. John Jenkins had a distinguished 25-year career at the 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA). Dr. Jenkins received 
numerous awards from the FDA and external groups for his 
work on behalf of patients and his contributions to public 
health. As Director of the Office of New Drugs (OND) at FDA’s 
Center for Drug Evaluation and Research (CDER) from 2002 to 
2017, Dr. Jenkins was responsible for more than 1,000 agency 
employees and 19 product review divisions. During that time, 
he oversaw the review of thousands of new drug applications 
and biological licensing applications as well as the approval of 
more than 400 new molecular entities. Dr. Jenkins was a critical 
figure in the development and implementation of programs 
under the Prescription Drug User Fee Act and implementation 
of the statutes and regulations that guide innovative drug 
development and regulation. Dr. Jenkins also played a leading 
role in implementing the biosimilar biologics program in CDER 
under the Biologics Price Competition and Innovation Act and 
the Biosimilars User Fee Act, including approval of four biosimilar 
applications. Following his retirement from FDA in January 
2017 after over 33 years of Federal service, Dr. Jenkins joined 
Greenleaf Health (now Eliquent Life Sciences), where he served 
as Principal, Drug and Biological Products until December 
2023. Dr. Jenkins is current owner and managing member of 
John K. Jenkins Advisors, LLC. Dr. Jenkins has also served on 
as an independent director at Corbus Pharmaceuticals and 
Provention Bio (acquired by Sanofi in 2023).

About Dr. Robert Meyer

During a 30-year career in regulatory and academic leadership, 
Dr. Meyer served as the Director of the Office of Drug Evaluation 
II within the Center for Drug Evaluation and Research (CDER), 
with oversight of pulmonary and allergy, metabolic and 
endocrine, analgesic and anesthetic, and rheumatologic drug 
products. The rest of his tenure at the FDA was spent in CDER’s 
Division of Pulmonary and Allergy Drug Products, which he 
directed from 1999 to 2002 after positions as a medical reviewer 
and team leader. While at FDA, he chaired the Pre-Market Risk 
Assessment guidance development for CDER and participated 
in several Prescription Drug User Fee Act (PDUFA) negotiations 
on behalf of FDA and later with the Pharmaceutical Research 
and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA), where he was also 
chair of the Regulatory Affairs Coordinating Committee. Upon 
leaving the FDA, Dr. Meyer led global regulatory and safety 
for Merck & Co., Inc. He subsequently served as the Director of 
the Virginia Center for Translational and Regulatory Sciences 
(VCTRS) at the University of Virginia (UVA) School of Medicine. 
Most recently, Dr. Meyer was a Principal, Drug and Biological 
Products, at Greenleaf Health (now Eliquent Life Sciences). Dr. 
Meyer has also served on a number of independent board 
of directors since leaving the FDA, including TranslateBio 
(acquired by Sanofi in 2021) and Chimerix (acquired by Jazz 
Pharmaceuticals in 2025), as well as the Board of Trustees for 
the United States Pharmacopeia. 

About Canal Row Advisors

Canal Row Advisors supports life science leaders through pivotal FDA 
decisions with regulatory fluency, experienced foresight, and pressure-
tested precision. Our cross-functional team of former FDA and industry 
leaders delivers full lifecycle guidance to navigate uncertainty, accelerate 
innovation, and uphold safety and public health at every stage.

Clinical & Regulatory Strategy

Grounded in decades of FDA experience and responsive to the latest 
clinical science, our guidance helps drug and biotech clients optimize 
development and execute regulatory strategies that advance products 
through pre-market review and support post-market compliance. With 
firsthand understanding of the FDA’s decision-making precedents and 
expectations, we anticipate complexity, address challenges, and shape 
strategies designed to accelerate innovation and facilitate positive 
regulatory outcomes.

Clinical Evidence Modernization

Canal Row guides organizations on modern evidence strategy to unlock 
the value of real-world data (RWD), generate real-world evidence (RWE), 
integrate artificial intelligence (AI) approaches, and design innovative 
trials to accelerate patient-centric product development. Based on direct 
FDA experience, we help organizations design evidence strategies that 
answer the regulatory question, meet FDA expectations, and optimize 
chances for regulatory success.

Quality & Compliance

Canal Row provides strategic support for designing, implementing, and 
maintaining systems that align with rigorous FDA and international 
requirements across the GxP spectrum, from GCP to GMP — bridging 
structure and adaptability to sustain quality over time. We work with 
companies and regulators (both domestic and foreign) to strengthen 
practices and programs that reduce risk and promote a culture of patient 
and consumer safety.

Regulatory Policy

Canal Row helps clients stay informed of and aligned with the latest 
developments in FDA regulation and policy, drawing on decades of 
experience with the Agency to foresee change, simplify the complex, and 
design policy strategies with lasting impact.

With the perspective of those who’ve shaped the regulatory policy 
landscape, we support FDA stakeholders of all types — global pharma, 
small and mid-size biotechs, trade associations, patient advocacy 
organizations, and others — in engaging with the Agency to drive progress 
through regulatory policy initiatives and priorities.

Advisory Services

Canal Row’s specialized regulatory expertise and analysis informs high-
stakes decisions and activities in the life sciences space, helping clients earn 
trust, demonstrate value, and move forward with confidence. Our cross-
functional team of veteran FDA and industry leaders provide investor due 
diligence, litigation support, and public affairs/government advocacy 
services — bringing credibility and strategic agility when it’s most needed.

To learn more about Canal Row, visit:

 Globe www.canalrow.com

 linkedin /canal-row-advisors 


